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Dear Brandt Parents, Guardians, and Friends, 
 
This week our school joined the district in a Period of Peace to compliment the actions of 
families who engaged in the National School Walkout. This national event was to honor the 
lives lost recently in Parkland Florida and to highlight the need for stronger gun awareness. I was 
so humbled to watch the group of families that did walkout engaging in thoughtful and 
developmentally-appropriate protest. The group and its ad hoc leader, Mrs. Nash, organized in 
the front of the school, gave out bubbles and then proceed to walk the neighboring area while 
blowing bubbles. The bubbles were to honor those that have been affected also symbolized the 
purity and innocence of childhood. It was truly a moving experience to watch. Inside our school 
we had a similar focus, peace. The Period of Peace was one that was organized in partnership 
with district guidance and social-emotional teams. The lesson was anchored by a great piece of 
literature that had peace as its focus. The book was Todd Parr’s, The Peace Book. All children 
read, watched, and discussed peace. They made charts, lists, and engaged in Reader’s Responses. 
Their ideas on friendship, peace, and love was the purest, most moving part of the day. Our 
entire school community is driven my social-emotional intelligence and we have brilliance in our 
halls.  
 
In Grade 2, our students went on a field trip to the Newark Museum. our Grade 2 Women’s 
History Month. This was an important trip for two reasons: growing culture and appreciation for 
the arts and serving as a model for the experience that they are planning. The students are putting 
together a powerful presentation that while modeled by their Black History Month research 
protocol will include a new twist. On March 28th and to commemorate Women’s History Month, 
the students will take their person of focus and present research via whichever medium speaks to 
their souls. Here we will see the many forms of intelligences on display. They will create art, 
share drawings, and share their thoughts via an interactive gallery filled with student created 
artifacts that symbolizes the contribution of women to the world. This will be shared with both 
Kindergarten and Grade 1 students with the selected docents leading and informing. The Grade 2 
families will also be invited to come and view the gallery. The work that our 2nd graders are 
doing really is setting the bar. I am so happy to know that they will go into Grade 3 with clear 
knowledge regarding the research process and with oral presentation skills. We are all a part of a 
dynamic and very special school community. It is the leadership opportunity of a lifetime. Thank 
you for continuing to support this work.  
 
Finally, remember that a happy child is a learning child! I look forward to seeing you at drop-
off, at pick-up and around our amazing little town! 
 
Principal Rodriguez-Gomez 
 


